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The Ohio Congressional Delegation
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

February 18, 2011
RE: SAFETEA-LU Re-Authorization
Honorable Members of the Ohio Congressional Delegation:

We appreciate your continued support of public transportation within your district
and across the state of Ohio. As Congress takes on the task of Re-Authorization
of the Highway and Transit funding bill we ask for your consideration of the
needs of transit system customers across our state.

Public transportation can help to ensure a secure and sustainable future for
America. For the last half century, America's national transportation vision
focused on building a system of interstate roads to connect the geography of the
nation. The next 50 years need to focus on travel options which connect people
and enable prosperity in America's bustling economic growth centers. Just as
the interstate highway system resulted from federal policy and participation,
future transportation options will also require the continuation of that leadership.

The federal transportation program should promote increased public
transportation ridership and provide the necessary resources to achieve national
goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and conserve limited energy
resources. It should also offer increased investment in sustainable practices
within the public transportation industry. By promoting energy efficient public
transportation vehicles and facilities and encouraging efficient land use near
public transportation routes, Congress can enhance the environmental and fuel
conservation benefits that result from public transportation, and help individuals,
and therefore the nation, reduce their carbon footprinis.

Ohio’s 59 rural and urban transit systems stand ready to support your efforts to
insure a new transportation bill that supports a multi-modal approach to seamless
travel within our state and throughout the nation. We have enclosed our position
paper for your review and consideration and are prepared to meet with you to
discuss its content and what our organizations and customers can do to assist
you during the reauthorization process.
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Four Ohioans use public transit every second of every day!

January 2010
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RE-AUTHORIZATION OF SAFETEA-LU
OHIO PUBLIC TRANSIT ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDATIONS
JANUARY 2010

Public transportation helps ensure a secure and sustainable future for America. For the last
half century, America's national transportation vision focused on building a system of interstate
highways to connect the geography of the nation. For the next 50 years the focus should be on
travel options that connect people and enable prosperity in America’s bustling economic
growth centers.

The OPTA proposal focuses on six principal objectives:

* More than double federal investment in public transportation to address capital needs
and growing demand for public transportation service

+ Strengthen funding guarantees needed for long-term, lasting capital investment projects
* Provide maximum flexibility at the local level in determining how federal funds are used

« Streamline project delivery and simplify the needs-based federal transit program
structure

* Enhance transit's role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and conserving energy
* Promote the development of a skilled industry workforce

OPTA’s Guiding Principles of Authorization

# Congress should authorize a significant increase in the federal public transportation
program, with a total investment of no less than $123 billion over the six-year
authorization period, with a goal of meeting at least 50% of the estimated $60 billion in
annual capital needs by the end of the authorization period, and to support a projected
doubling of ridership over the next 20 years. A chart detailing the proposed funding
levels is included in the back of this report.

+ Public transportation funding guarantees should be strengthened to ensure that
authorized funds are appropriated each year to allow for the long-range planning,
financing and leveraging needed to advance necessary investment in public
transportation capital projects and preserve and maintain the existing public
transportation infrastructure in a “state of good repair.”

% Congress should take necessary steps to restore, maintain and increase the purchasing
power of the federal motor fuels user fee to support a significant increase in the federal
investment for the public transportation program. OPTA recommends the establishment
of a commission to develop an equitable user fee proposal for alternative fuels.




4 Congress should promote the development of revenue generated from innovative

financing mechanisms, such as public private partnerships, tolling and congestion
pricing to supplement current revenue streams. Future federal energy and climate
change legislation should be used to supplement - not substitute - funding provided
through the federal highway and public transportation authorization legislation.

The federal public transportation program should retain no less than an 80% federal
match ratio for all capital public transportation projects, including the New Starts
program.

Congress should preserve a “needs-based” approach to the distribution of funds under
the federal public transportation program which builds on the current program structure
and begins to address unmet program needs. OPTA encourages consideration of
additional funding (or higher federal participation rates) for regions with unemployment
rates above the national average.

Congress should create incentives to increase state and local investment levels in
public transportation.

Federal authorizing legislation for federal highway and public transportation investment
should ensure that public transportation programs receive no less than 20% of all
federal funds invested in surface transportation infrastructure.

Congress should simplify and streamline the current federal grant approval process to
speed project delivery and reduce costs.

The federal public transportation program should recognize the cost of compliance with
federal requirements and provide capital and operating assistance to meet those
requirements and to help public transportation providers address costs, which are
beyond their ability to control. Federal law should also encourage state, local and
private sector support for such expenses.

Congress should act to provide maximum flexibility at the local level in determining how
federal funds are used. Public transportation systems in urbanized areas should be
authorized to use FTA Sections 5307 and 5309 funds for operating purposes. In
addition, OPTA recommends that the federal authorizing law be revised to allow
program income in the form of passenger fares to be considered as local match in any
calculation relative to use of funds for operating assistance.

The federal public transportation program should support greater investment in
research and development programs that will enhance service delivery, promote “best
practices” through technical standards, and increase the operational efficiency of
transportation systems. Such new investment should not be funded at the expense of
the traditional formula program.




« The federal public transportation program should provide program funding to promote
workforce development and career opportunities in the public transportation industry.
Such new investment should not be funded at the expense of the traditional formula
program.

% Federal authorizing law should ensure the consideration of public transportation
alternatives within a multimodal regional and statewide transportation planning process
which is designed to achieve sustainable outcomes in plans, programs, and projects.
There should be a balance of environmental (including greenhouse gas and climate
change considerations), economic and social equity objectives in the process.

¥

New Program Funding Options

+ The new bill should include a new defined revenue source to pay debt service on
bonds for large scale highway/public transportation core capacity/expansion
improvements.

« Congress should support longer-term efforts to transition the trust fund from motor fuel
taxes/fees to a vehicle mileage tax and/or a vehicle weight/mile tax.

% The federal program should dedicate a portion of a new national sales tax or similar
consumption-based tax to support and expand the Mass Transit Account.

% Congress should examine the longer-term viability of innovative financing techniques,
including: public-private partnerships, federal loan guarantees, tax exempt/tax credit
bonds, tolling and congestion pricing, value capture increment financing, and other
mechanisms that consider changes in energy use and reduce state and regional
carbon footprints.
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Contact Information

Mark Donaghy, Executive Director
Greater Dayton RTA
mdonaghy@greaterdaytonria.org
937-425-8390

Judith Will Fleming, Executive Director
Ohio Public Transit Association
optabus@aol.com
614-481-9500

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT




